[Function of neutrophilic polymorphonuclear leukocytes in pediatric patients with intrinsic and extrinsic asthma during the intercrisis period].
Polymorphonuclear leukocyte function: chemotaxis, NBT and myeloperoxidases activity, was investigated in a group of asthmatic pediatric patients, 26 with intrinsic and 27 with extrinsic asthma, during intercrisis. There was no difference between the extrinsic asthma group and the control one while the group with intrinsic asthma showed an increase of chemotaxis activity (p less than 0.001) and NBT reduction (p less than 0.01); myeloperoxidases activity was similar to the control group. The comparative study of the two types of asthma shows a significant increase of NBT reduction (p less than 0.02) and chemotaxis activity (p less than 0.001) in the intrinsic group. These findings demonstrate that polymorphonuclear function is different in the two main types of asthma during the asymptomatic period.